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Abstract:
Two approaches in assessing speaking ability are holistic scoring and analytic scoring. In the holistic
approach, an examinee’s speech is given a single rating to reflect its overall quality. Analytic
scoring, on the other hand, involves different aspects of performance, with each receiving its own
rating. The present study investigated the relationship of analytic scoring criteria to the holistic
assessment of speaking performance. It aimed to discover whether raters, in assigning a single
global rating, had a tendency to focus significantly more on certain aspects of speaking than others.
Ten experienced raters judged speech performance of thirty-five non-native English speakers. Two
types of scores were obtained – a single score for holistic rating and a set of scores corresponding to
five analytic criteria, i.e. coherence, fluency, grammatical accuracy, lexical resource, and
pronunciation. Multiple regression analysis revealed that fluency had the strongest impact on the
holistic score, followed by pronunciation, coherence, and lexical resource, while grammatical
accuracy did not contribute significantly to the rating. Despite the slight differences in the weight
contribution of each criterion to the overall score, the findings suggest that raters seemed to favor
the ability to communicate at the right speed without too many pronunciation difficulties, while
focusing less on lexical and grammatical accuracy.
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