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Abstract:
The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI hereafter) is an enormous infrastructure initiative first announced
by Chinese President Xi Jinping in 2013. It is the largest infrastructure initiative ever. Investment will
be directed to roads, railways and ports, as well as energy infrastructure including coal plants,
pipelines, transmission lines and renewable energy projects. This study focuses on energy
infrastructure investment in Southeast Asia. First it briefly reviews (with data) the current energy
security situation and concerns in Southeast Asia; second, it discusses new Chinese investment in
energy infrastructure in Southeast Asia since BRI was initiated; third, it analyzes its impact on energy
capacity increment and energy infrastructure connection in the region; lastly, the study looks at how
the Chinese investment can help or hinder the energy market integration in Southeast Asia and the
potential role of Singapore against the context of BRI in Southeast Asia’s energy sector.
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