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Abstract:

There is a clear evidence that emigration is associated with negative psychological outcomes, such
as acculturation stress, depression, suicidal feelings, etc. Emigrants use various strategies to solve
the psychological problems. Being a member of emigrants’ Facebook supportive groups is common
among Georgians mostly living in Europe and North America. They use Facebook groups to get
acquainted with other Georgian emigrants, share their ideas and important information, get social
support from other members and cope with their everyday hassles. This study examines how
Facebook group membership experience (frequency of activity and using self-presentation tactics) is
associated with accumulating online social capital among Georgian emigrants. 105 Georgian
emigrants from 15 Facebook groups participated in the online survey. The results showed that
frequent checking of notifications, writing posts, comments, and likes on emigrants’ Facebook
groups are positively associated with both bridging and bonding social capital. In addition, strategic
self-presentation on Facebook groups is also positively related to online social capital variables.
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