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Abstract:

Second Balkan Conference, which is an important step for the Balkan Union, was held in istanbul in
20-26 February 1931. Turkey made a great effort for this conference to be successful.

Association of Journalists, invited Greek and Bulgarian journalists to Turkey to both monitor the
conference efforts and to make a favour for the hospitality shown in Greece and Bulgaria.

And to monitor the second Balkan conference a crowded group of journalists came from Greece and
Bulgaria who will maintain their researches and observations in istanbul then in Ankara in 20-26
October.

This study will include the researches done by this group of journalists during their visit to istanbul
and Ankara who were invited to Turkey by Association of Journalists.
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Introduction

Turkey’s foreign policy strategy in Balkans after Treaty of Lausanne was asserting no
claims or demands on former Balkan territories, and preserving the ‘status quo’ agreed
in Treaty of Lausanne?. For this reason, Turkey wanted to revive the relationships with
Balkan states, and signed bilateral treaties of friendship with Albania, Bulgaria, and
Yugoslavia accordingly?.

Meanwhile, Balkan States tried to solve the problems and conflicts via treaties and
agreements inter se. Thus, the relationships between Balkan States got better during
1925-19293. Eventually, relationships between almost all Balkan States got better by
1929, and the way required for a cooperation in Balkans was paved.

First serious attempt to establish Balkan Union was made by “International Peace
Bureau”, the headquarters of which was in Geneva*. The Bureau decided to hold an
unofficial conference among Balkan States, and the first conference to be hold in
Athens, Greece®.

First Balkan Conference was held in Athens, with participation of Albania, Bulgaria,
Romania, Turkey, Greece and Yugoslavia®. In the First Balkan Conference held in
Athens, it was decided that, the Second Balkan Conference would be held in Istanbul
one year later.

A crowded group of journalists came to Turkey from Greece and Bulgaria in order
to watch the Second Balkan Conference to be held in Istanbul and Ankara on 20-26
October.

Second Balkan Conference to be held in Istanbul was very important for Turkey, and
started to make provisions months ago’. Dolmabahce and Yildiz Palaces were selected

1 Mehmet Gonliibol-Cem Sar, Olaylarla Tiirk Dis Politikasi, s.106.; Mehmet Gonlibol-Cem Sar, Atatiirk ve
Tiirkiye’nin Dig Politikasi1(1919-1938), Atatlrk Arastirma Merkezi Yay., Ankara 1990, s.96

2 Turkiye’nin Balkan devletleri ile imzaladidi baslica antlagsmalar sunlardi; Arnavutluk ile 15 Aralik 1923'te Ankara’da
imzalanan Dostluk Antlagsmasi, Bulgaristan’la 18 Ekim 1925’te Ankara’da imzalanan Dostluk Antlagmasi, Yugoslavya
ile 28 Ekim 1925'te Ankara’da imzalanan Dostluk Antlagsmasi. Bkz. Gonliibol-Sar, Olaylarla Turk Dis Politikasli, s.106-
107; Gonlibol-Sar, Atatiirk ve Tirkiye’nin Dis Politikasi, s.96. Ayrica bkz. Tiirkiye’nin Siyasal Anlagmalari(1920-
1945), C. |, Tiirk Tarih Kurumu Yay., Ankara 1989, s.245-391; ismail Soysal, “Balkan Pakti, Ord. Prof. Yusuf Hikmet
Bayur’a Armagan, TTK Basimevi, Ankara 1985, s.133-134; Turkiye’nin Disg Politikasinda 50 Yil, Cumhuriyet’in
ilk On Yili ve Balkan Pakti(1923-1934), Disisleri Bakanhi yay., Ankara 1973, s..308-368. Hasan Dilan Berke,
Tiirkiye’nin Dis Politikasi 1923-1939, Alfa Yay, istanbul 1998, s.87.

3 Balkan devletleri arasindaki iligkiler 1925 doneminde yavas yavas duzeltiimisti: Romanya ile Yugoslavya 1921
ittifak Antlasmasi’’ndan beri Kiigiik Antant cergevesinde ve Fransa’'nin destegine sahip olarak, zaten siki igbirligini
sUrdirtyorlardi. Bulgaristan’in, Makedonya sorunu nedeniyle Yugoslavya(Sirp-Hirvat-Sloven) devletine takindigi
olumsuz tutumda bir iyilesme baglayinca 1929 Eylulinde sinir isleri konusunda bir antlasma yapilmisti. 1930
ortalarinda Bulgar Hukdmetinin Makedonya orgutiine kargi 6nlemler almasi lzerine iki devlet arasindaki gerginlik
son bulmustu. Diger taraftan, Yunanistan’in Yugoslavya(Sirp-Hirvat-Sloven) devletiyle 1929 Martinda imzaladigi
Antlasma ile aralarindaki pirizler son bulmustu. Yunan-Bulgar sinir Gizerindeki gerginlik ise 1926’dan beri oldukga
hafiflemisti. Bkz. ismail Soysal, “Balkan Pakt1”’, s.142.

4 M. Murat Hatipoglu, Yakin Tarihte Tiirkiye ve Yunanistan(1923-1954), Ankara 1997, s.160.; Eski Yunan
Bagbakani Papanastasiu, bu teklifini Evrensel Barig Kongresi'nin 27. oturumunda yapmisti. Bkz. Aptllahat Aksin,
Atatiirk’iin Dis Politika llkeleri ve Diplomasisi, TTK Basimevi, Ankara 1991, s.259

5 Bkz. Gonlibol-Sar, Olaylarla Tiirk Dig Politikasi, s.107; Gonlibol-Sar, Atatiirk ve Tiirkiye’nin Disg Politikasi,
s.96.; Melek Firat, “1928-1939 Yunanistan’la ilig,kiler", Baskin Oran(ed.), Tiirk Dig Politikasi, Kurtulug Savagindan
Bugiine Olgular, Belgeler, Yorumlar, Cilt. I, lletisim Yay., Istanbul 2001, s.350.

6 Hatipoglu, a.g.e., s.160.

7 ikinci Balkan Konferansi’nin hazirlik galismalari ile ilgili haberler Agustos ayi sonlarindan baslamak (izere Eyliil ayi
ve bilahare de konferansin toplanacagi Ekim ayinin 20’sine kadar gazetelerde yer almigtir.
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as the places to hold the meetings for this conference. Opening meeting of Istanbul
Conference would to be held in Dolmabahce Palace, and other meeting would be held
in Yildiz Palace®. It was decided that last meeting of the conference would be held in
Ankara, Turkish Grand National Assembly, General Assembly Hall.

As preparations for Second Balkan Conference continued, Hakki Tarik Bey, as
President of Istanbul Association of Journalists, contacted with Greek and Bulgarian
Associations of Journalists, and invited Greek and Bulgarian journalists to Istanbul®.
Greek and Bulgarian associations of journalists embraced this invitation, and notified
that their journalists would accompany the committees to come to Istanbul for the
conference?®.

After it was certain that Greek and Bulgarian journalists would come to Istanbul,
newspapers started to publish news about them?!. First journalists to come to Istanbul
were Greek journalists?. Greek journalists, who departed with the committee to
represent Greece in the Second Balkan Conference, arrived in Istanbul by sea on
October, 15, Thursday*3.

Bulgarian journalists were expected arrive on October, 19%4. As expected, Bulgarian
journalists arrived in Istanbul by train, on October 19, Monday. Bulgarian journalists
were welcomed in Sirkeci Station by a group formed by President of Istanbul
Association of Journalists Hakki Tarik Bey, administrators of the association Istanbul
journalists, and some persons who represented the city and the government?!®.
Bulgarian journalists were going to stay in Perapalas during their stay in Istanbul as the
guests of Istanbul Association of Journalists?®.

8 Konuyla ilgili Cumhuriyet'te yer alan “igtimalar Yildiz Sarayr'nda aleni olacak” baghkli bir haberde “ilk celsesini
Dolmabahge Sarayinda aktedecek olan Balkan konferansrnin muteakip igtimalarini Yildiz Sarayr'nin merasim
koskiinde yapacaktir. Igtimalan herkes dinleyebilecektir” denilmekteydi. Bkz. Cumhuriyet, 15 Eylil 1931, Nr. 2643

9 Cumhuriyet gazetesinde cikan bir haberde “Istanbul Matbuat Cemiyeti Balkan Konferansi miinasebeti ile Yunan
ve Bulgar gazetecilerini Istanbul’a davet etmistir. Yunan ve Bulgar murahhaslari bu daveti memnuniyetle kabul
etmiglerdir’ denilmektedir. Bkz. Cumhuriyet, 14 Eylil 1931, Nr. 2462.

10 Cumhuriyet, 9 Eylil 1931, Nr. 2637.

11 Sehrimize Gelecek Yunan ve Bulgar Gazetecileri”, Cumhuriyet, 9 Tesrinievvel 1931, Nr. 2667; Cumhuriyet, 15
Tesrinievvel 1931, Nr. 2673.

12 Hakimiyeti Milliye’'de gikan “Balkan Konferansi igin” baglikli haberde “Balkan Konferansi'na istirak edecek olan
50 Yunan murahhasi Persembe gunu Istanbul’a geleceklerdir’” denilmekteydi. Bkz. Hakimiyeti Milliye, 14
Tesrinievel 1931, Nr. 3682.

13 Hakimiyeti Milliye gazetesi verdigi haberde “Balkan Konferansina istirak edecek olan Yunan murahhaslari bugiin
saat 15 de Ankara vapuru ile sehrimize geleceklerdir. Ayni vapurla Yunan gazetecileri de gelmektedir. Istikbal
hazirliklari yapiimaktadir. istanbul gazetecileri bir vapurla kendilerini karsilayacaktir” demekteydi. Bkz. Hakimiyeti
Milliye, 15 Tesrinievel 1931, Nr. 3683.

14 Bulgar gazetecilerin ise pazartesi gini sabahleyin istanbula gelecekleri ve Yunanli gazeteciler gibi
karsilanacaklari ve bunlardan bir kisminin Perapalas oteline yerlestirilecekleri belirtiliyordu. Cumhuriyet, 15
Tesrinievvel 1931, Nr. 2673. Ayni konudaki bir diger haber icin bkz. Cumhuriyet, 17 Tesrinievvel 1931, Nr. 2676.

15 Bulgar gazetecilerinin gelisini Hakimiyeti Milliye “Istanbul’a gelen Bulgar Gazetecileri’ alt bashiyla soyle
duyuruyordu:

“Esbak Ziraat Nazir M. Vasilof'un riyasetinde Bulgar gazetecilerden mirekkep bir heyet bu sabah 12.20’de
sehrimize gelmiglerdir.

Gazeteciler istasyonda Matbuat Cemiyeti Reisi Hakki Tarik, Sehir Meclisinden Kemal Omer, Ticaret Odasindan
Hakki, Halk Firkasindan Riknettin, Vilayet Katibi Umumisi Ekrem Beylerle gazetecilerimiz ve Bulgar kolonisine
mensup bir ¢cok zevat tarafindan Istikbal edilmislerdir” Hakimiyeti Milliye, 20 Tegrinievel 1931, nr. 3688

16 Cumhuriyet, 20 Tesrinievvel 1931, Nr. 2678

http://www.iises.net/proceedings/17th-international-academic-conference-vienna/front-page 16



21 June 2015, 17th International Academic Conference, Vienna ISBN 978-80-87927-10-6, IISES

Istanbul Association of Journalist prepared a very tight schedule for their Greek and
Bulgarian guests. Greek guests rested until noon on October, 16, Friday at Istanbul
Palas Hotel. Afternoon on the same day, Greek visitors were taken on a city tour, and
shown some museums and mosques?”’.

First official contact of Greek journalists in Istanbul was with Istanbul Provincial
Directorate of Republican People’s Party!®. Second official contact of Greek journalists
in Istanbul was with Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople in Fener. Greek visitors
were admitted by Patriarch Fotiyos Efendi, in the great ceremonial hall*®.

A dinner was hosted in the honour of Greek and Bulgarian Journalists on 19 October
Monday?°. The dinner was held in Macka, Park Hotel, re-founded in Tevfik Pasa’s
mansion. Professional conversations occurred between Turkish, Bulgarian and Greek
journalists during the friendly atmosphere of the dinner.

One of the main duties of Greek and Bulgarian journalists during their stay in Istanbul
was to follow meetings of Second Balkan Conference closely, and convey information
about these meetings to their countries and the journals they worked for.

Journalist visitors followed meetings of Second Balkan Conference, which started on
October, 20, Tuesday closely. These journalists, who worked at the offices allocated for
them at Yildiz Palace, tried to convey developments about the conference from Istanbul
to Athens and Sofia day to day.

Greek and Bulgarian journalists spent their time out of the conference in accordance
with the schedule prepared for them, and visited various historical and touristic places,
and attended dinner parties and balls organized by governmental and non-
governmental organizations in their honour. They sometimes attended visits and dinner
parties organized for them by Istanbul Association of Journalists.

According to the schedule, Balkan Conference members and journalists who observed
the conference had a tour of Istanbul Bosporus on 23 October Friday afternoon on a
steamer of Sirketi Hayriye. After Bosporus tour, visitors came to Beylerbeyi palace. After
touring the palace, the visitors attended tea party held in their honour?!. A ball was held
for Second Balkan Conference members in the evening the same day in Dolmabahce
Palace in the name of city of Istanbul??.

After commission studies from the morning till noon on 24" October Saturday, a tour
was organised in the afternoon for the members who participated in Balkan Conference.
Conference members, other guests and journalists attended this tour. Conference
member and journalists got to Buyukada on a steamer allocated by Navigation
Administration. After the tour on the island, Istanbul Chamber of Commerce and

17 Cumhuriyet, 17 Tesrinievvel 1931, Nr. 2676.
18 Hakimiyeti Milliye, 19 Tesrinievel 1931, Nr. 3687
19 Hakimiyeti Milliye, 19 Tegrinievvel 1931, Nr. 3687.

20 Yemek ile ilgili program onceden hazirlanmisti. Nitekim konuyla ilgili olarak Cumhuriyet gazetesinde gikan bir
haberde “Matbuat Cemiyeti misafirler i¢in bir merasim programi hazirlamistir. Misafirlerin serefine Pazartesi guini
aksami Macgka’da Tevfik Pasa konaginda yeni tesis edilen Park otelinde 120 kisilik bir ziyafet verilecektir. Bu
ziyafette misafirlerden ve istanbul matbuat miimessillerinden maada Vali, Kolordu Kumandani, Yunan ve Bulgar
sefir ve konsoloslari istanbul’daki ecnebi gazetecilerde hazir bulunacaklardir” deniliyordu. Cumhuriyet, 16
Tesrinievvel 1931, nr. 2674

21 Hakimiyeti Milliye, 24 Tesrinievel 1931, Nr. 3692.
22 Hakimiyeti Milliye, 24 tesrinievel 1931, Nr. 3692.
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Industry hosted a tea party at Yacht Club in honour of guests. Guests and journalist got
back to Istanbul at 8.30 in the evening on the same steamer?3.

A group of 30 journalists, formed mostly by Greek and Bulgarian journalists went to
Ankara on the same train with participants of Balkan Conference?*. If desired, the
journalists, who went to Ankara could stay in Ankara until Republic Day Ceremonies to
be held on October, 29, as guests of Hakimiyet-i Milliye (National Sovereignty)
newspaper?>.

Balkan visitors, including Greek and Bulgarian journalists attended lunch party, given in
their honour by Turkish Minister of Foreign Affairs Tevfik Rustu (Aras) Bey at Ankara
Palas. After lunch, Balkan Conference committees and journalists came to Turkish
Grand National Assembly and got into meeting hall of the Assembly.

After a short time, President Mustafa Kemal Pasa came to meeting hall with Prime
Minister ismet Pasa, President of the Assembly, and Ministry of Internal Affairs.
Subsequently, head of committees presented all the members in their committees to
President Mustafa Kemal Pasa. Mustafa Kemal Pasa complemented every member
presented to him one by one. Presentation of the committees to the President ended
with the presentation of Greek and Bulgarian journalists?®.

Following the conference session held in Turkish Grand Natinal Assembly, conference
members and Greek and Bulgarian journalists were taken to Gazi Farm with cars, in
accordance with their schedule. Here, Prime Minister Ismet Pasa contacted every
committee member and journalist one by one, and wanted to learn what they thought
about Ankara and the conference.

After the program in Gazi Farm, Greek and Bulgarian journalists and conference
members got back to Ankara Palace to rest, and attended the Presidential Orchestra
Concert held in Turkish House in the evening of the same day.

Before the concert given in former Turkish House building, President Mustafa Kemal
Pasa was closely interested in Bulgarian and Greek journalists. After the concert,
Balkan guests departed for Istanbul, on two trains allocated for them. Pasa was closely
involved with Bulgarian and Greek journalists personally.

All Greek journalists hosted by Hakimiyet-i Milliye newspaper departed Ankara, for
Istanbul. Bulgarian journalists planned to stay in Ankara for another day. Bulgarian
journalists planned to stay in Ankara for another day. Turkish journalists were closely
interested in Bulgarian journalists, who stayed in Ankara, and they had a very busy
schedule of trip and research visits, and on 27" October.

23 Hakimiyeti Milliye, 25 Tesrinievel 1931, Nr. 3693.

24 Bugiin 10,50 ve 10, 40'da gelen iki terenle Balkan Konferansi azalari ve misafir Yunan ve Bulgar gazetecileri
Ankara’ya gelmiglerdir.” Haber igin bkz. Hakimiyeti Milliye, 26 Tesrinievel 1931, Nr.3694.

25 Hakimiyeti Milliye, 25 tegrinievel 1931, Nr.3693.Cumhuriyet gazetesi, gazetecilerin Ankara gidisleriyle ilgili su
bilgiyi okuyucularina duyuruyordu: “Balkan murahhaslari ile birlikte gelen 30 kisilik Balkan Gazetecileri kafilesi
“Hakimiyeti Milliye” gazetesinin misafiri olacaklardir. Gazeteciler arzu ettikleri takdirde Cumhuriyet Bayramina kadar
burada kalacaklardir.” Bkz. Cumhuriyet, 26 Tesrinievvel 1931, Nr.2684

26 Cumhuriyet gazetesi, gazetecilerin Cumhurbagkani Mustafa Kemal Pasa ile tanistiriimasi ile ilgili olarak su bilgiyi
vermektedir “Gazi Hz. En son olarak Yunan ve Bulgar gazetecilerini kabul buyurdular. Takdim merasimi bu suretle
nihayet buldu ve konferansin son celsesi agildi.” Cumhuriyet, 27 Tesrinievvel 1931, Nr. 2685.
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Conclusion

In the afternoon on 27" October, Bulgarian journalists attended in some tour and
research programs with President of Istanbul Association of Journalists Hakki Tarik Bey
and Ankara journalists. Bulgarian journalists departed Ankara for Istanbul by train on
27™ October.

Greek journalists who went back to Istanbul, attended in some visits and researches on
28" October Wednesday. Greek visitors visited Karaagac abattoir first, and Reji factory
and Ligueur factory then. Guest journalists who went back to Istanbul went to Istanbul
Press Association and management of some newspapers published in Istanbul for
farewell visits?”’.

Greek journalists departed from Istanbul for Athens on October, 29, on Patris ship. After
coming from Ankara, Bulgarian journalists started to leave our country. Some Bulgarian
journalist left Istanbul on October, 28, some on October, 29, and some on October 30
by train for their country.
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27 Cumbhuriyet bu ziyareti “Yunan gazetecileri Veda Ettiler” alt bagli§iyla s6yle duyurmaktadir: “Bugiin memleketlerine
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Gordukleri husnl kabul ve samimiyete bir kez daha tesekkur etmislerdir.” Bkz. Cumhuriyet, 29 tesrinievvel 1931,
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