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Abstract:
Standardised testing have become a common practice in most schools systems. In Norway,
national tests are held in the 5th, 8th, and 9th grade in reading literacy, numeracy and English.
Research point to the extensive focus on the tests, and how these testing regimes effect teaching
and classroom activity (Berliner, 2011; Biesta, 2009).  School achievement as in such standardised
tests can often be explained by factors related to socioeconomic standards. Despite this, some
schools in lower socioeconomic areas manage to achieve good results as well.
The study  presented in this paper, took its starting point in schools in lower socioeconomic areas
where pupils, during the last three years, had achieved good results in the national tests. This
might imply that these schools have succeeded in developing a classroom practice, which gives a
good learning outcome for multiple pupils. The aim of the project was:
•	to describe and analyse classroom practice in schools which, over time, have succeeded in
achieving good results in national tests
•	to identify conditions in such schools which are significant for the teachers’ classroom practice
and, thereby, in the learning outcome of the pupils.
Taking the point of departure in Kemmis’ (2009) theoretical concept ‘practice architecture’, the
project studied the practice itself, the understanding which is woven into the practice and the
conditions for practice that exist in the school.
The research strategy was case studies where each school constituted a case (Yin, 2009). Data
collection methods were classroom observations and interviews with headmasters, teachers and
pupils in seven schools in four provinces.
The key results of the study show that these schools do not “teach to test”. Test results are used to
develop classroom practice through a collective oriented school culture characterized by
collaboration, reflection and a strong and motivating leadership.
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